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TEXT:  Genesis 18:20-32 
THEME:  Abraham Saw Jesus and Was Made Bold 

1. Abraham Bargained with the Lord 
2. Abraham Saw  the Lord’s Goodness 

 
Then the LORD said, "The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their 
sin so grievous that I will go down and see if what they have done is as bad as the 
outcry that has reached me.  If not, I will know."  The men turned away and went 
toward Sodom, but Abraham remained standing before the LORD.  Then Abraham 
approached him and said:  "Will you sweep away the righteous with the wicked?  
What if there are fifty righteous people in the city?  Will you really sweep it away and 
not spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous people in it?  Far be it from you 
to do such a thing—to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and 
the wicked alike.  Far be it from you!  Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?"  
The LORD said, "If I find fifty righteous people in the city of Sodom, I will spare the 
whole place for their sake."  Then Abraham spoke up again:  "Now that I have been 
so bold as to speak to the Lord, though I am nothing but dust and ashes, what if the 
number of the righteous is five less than fifty?  Will you destroy the whole city 
because of five people?"  "If I find forty-five there," he said, "I will not destroy it."  
Once again he spoke to him, "What if only forty are found there?"  He said, "For the 
sake of forty, I will not do it."  Then he said, "May the Lord not be angry, but let me 
speak.  What if only thirty can be found there?"  He answered, "I will not do it if I find 
thirty there."  Abraham said, "Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, 
what if only twenty can be found there?"  He said, "For the sake of twenty, I will not 
destroy it."  Then he said, "May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak just once 
more.  What if only ten can be found there?"  He answered, "For the sake of ten, I will 
not destroy it."  NIV84 
 
Dear Children of God: 
 

“Read me a bedtime story, Mama,” little Tommy begs.  Mama is tired, but 
she agrees:  “Just one, then you must go to sleep.”  The story is finished 
and Mama is ready to wrap things up with a nighttime prayer.  “Read 
another one, Mama.  Please!”  Mama is tender and loving and reads 
again.  But how many times do you think she will read before her 
patience runs out and she cuts the ritual short?  Can you hear her saying 
at last:  “Stop your pestering.  It’s time to get some sleep”? 
 
Now think about Abraham bargaining with God about Sodom:  50, 40, 
30, 20, 10!  Doesn’t that sound like pestering?  Maybe to our ears it 
does, but God listened to and answered each request until Abraham was 
satisfied.  The Lord never tired of listening, and Abraham kept appealing 
for the Lord to do what was right. 
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Now, do not suppose that God has changed any since that day with 
Abraham.  Even now the sins of our own country must cry out to heaven.  
Widespread unbelief, the flaunting of sinful lifestyles, carousing and 
reveling in sin did not end with Sodom and Gomorrah.  Now God tells us 
that he does not ignore such grievous behavior.  There will come a day 
of reckoning.  He also warns us not to be indifferent about such sins, or 
worse, be swallowed up by them. 
 
So, what do we learn from Abraham about our situation today?  Abraham 
knew his place before God, but he also knew that God would hear him 
out.  Abraham had the Lord’s ear and was determined not to leave it until 
he had exhausted his pleas.  Abraham’s trust was well placed.  God 
replied, “I will do as you ask”—all six times. 
 
That’s how it is with the Lord.  He always has time for his people.  He 
who gave the promise that through Abraham’s seed all the nations of the 
earth would be blessed gave us the blessing of prayer.  He who fulfilled 
that promise in his Son, Jesus Christ, invites us to call on him for all our 
needs.  And he who is infinitely good and faithful is also infinitely patient 
with us and listens. 
 
Yahweh tells us through the Apostle Paul, “Pray continually” (1 
Thessalonians 5:17).  Jesus teaches us to be bold in prayer, to 
“ask…seek and…knock” (Matthew 7:7).  We can bargain with God, as 
long as we do it on his terms. 
 
God’s terms are these:  Ask in faith like Abraham.  Ask in the name of 
Jesus.  Ask according to God’s gracious will.  Keep on asking because 
he has said you can.  Be bold because he counts you worthy through 
your faith in Jesus. 
 
We also learn something about the Lord’s goodness from Abraham.  
Down to his last request, Abraham got the Lord’s full support.  The Lord 
had come to exercise his justice against the wicked cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrah.  But Abraham interceded on behalf of the righteous people 
who lived there.  Would the all-holy judge of the whole world destroy the 
believers with the unbelievers? 
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Abraham got the Lord to promise that he would spare the cities if as few 
as ten righteous people still lived there.  Earlier, God had declared that 
the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah was very great and their sin 
was very grievous.  Still, God’s goodness was as great as, indeed 
greater than, his justice.  He would spare the cities for the sake of as few 
as ten believers there. 
 
Abraham saw the Lord’s goodness in the Lord’s response to his prayer.  
But it was only what Abraham had come to expect.  This was the Lord 
his God, who had called him out of distant Ur to the land of Canaan.  
Abraham saw the goodness of the Lord in all things, but particularly in 
his repeated promise of the blessings to come through Abraham’s 
offspring.  In that promise, Abraham saw Jesus Christ and lived boldly 
because of it. 
 
“I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make 
your name great, and you will be a blessing…And all peoples on 
earth will be blessed through you” (Genesis 12:2-3).  “I will make 
your offspring like the dust of the earth” (13:16).  “Do not be afraid, 
Abram.  I am your shield, your very great reward” (15:1).  Abram 
believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness” 
(15:16). 
 
Now through faith in Jesus, we too are counted as Abraham’s offspring.  
We have seen the Lord’s goodness in the same promises that sustained 
Abraham.  More so, we have seen them fulfilled in Jesus Christ.  We 
have seen Abraham’s seed born of a virgin, live in perfect obedience to 
his heavenly Father, carry the load of our sins to the cross, rise from the 
grave, and ascend to his throne in heaven.  We have heard God’s 
blessings promised us in our living Savior. 
 
So, through Abraham, we know that the Lord is also our “shield [and 
our] very great reward.”  He will keep us until we enter the eternal 
promised land with him in glory.  Amen.   
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Heavenly Father, you see the sin that surrounds us.  Child abuse.  
Broken homes.  Racism.  Street violence.  The sin of Sodom and 
Gomorrah legalized.  Each day things seem to get worse.  How hopeless 
we often feel about the sin of the godless.   
 
Yet, dear Father, by your grace you have provided for the free course of 
your life-giving message in our lives.  You have richly blessed our 
country throughout its history with preachers of your Word.  You have 
given us a society still free of restrictions against their preaching.  Our 
presses have published your Word, and it has been freely and openly 
distributed among our citizens.  We recognize the free flow of your Word 
as a precious gift.  We pray from hearts forever changed by the power of 
your saving Word that you will continue to protect the freedoms of 
Christian printers, preachers, and other sharers of your Word.  Only 
through your Word faithfully proclaimed can sin be recognized, repented 
of, and forgiven.  With the faith of Abraham we boldly ask you to use 
each of us here at Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church and School as 
fearless proclaimers of your saving Word. 
 
Lord of love, we celebrate this day the love that Ned and Nancy Kleinke 
share as husband and wife and have for 35 years, and we celebrate the 
love that Pastor Joel and Bekah Pankow share as husband and wife and 
have for 20 years.  Bless the bond that these couples have with you and 
with their spouses.  Let their love continue to grow.  Let their hearts be 
filled with gladness and gratitude for the gift of marriage.  And let their 
lives continue to express their deep appreciation for your great love for 
them. 
 
We ask this with the boldness and confidence of children asking their 
dear father in the name of our Savior, Jesus, who taught us to pray: 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (modern language) 


